






New Testament / Christian Origins 319 

among old traditions shared by the early Christians, their new experiences, 
and their interpretation of their experiences in order to maintain some conti
nuity with the traditions and at the same time to account for the new experi
ences. We can add that this emphasis can be maintained even within a New 
Testament theology, if we define theology to include religious thoughts as 
well as experiences related to them. 

To sum up, the subtitle of Raisanen's book is right: he has put forward an 
altemative to the discipline of New Testament theology. This altemative has 
in view as addressee anyone who is interested in the origins of a religion that 
has had a strong influence upon history up to most recent times. Raisanen's 
enterprise does not limit its inquiry to the canonical writings. The scholar's 
own theological evaluation does not belong in the historical, descriptive task; 
rather, it belongs in a separate treatment, a second "level" of the inquiry. 
However, as long as one can put forward arguments in favor of a historical 
reconstruction that there was an early Christian group that identified itself 
with a group of sacred writings and that there is at least a basic unity under
lying these writings, another alternative remains: New Testament theology 
can be maintained as a historical enterprise with the aim of describing the 
theological content of those writings. "Theology" should have a wide mean
ing: it should include not only the thoughts of the early Christians (as Raisa
nen himself rightly insists) but also their religious experiences. But the term 
in the name of the disciple should not include the "theology" of the present
day scholar. If the latter is included, then it is not an "altemative" to New 
Testament theology but rather a "separate" enterprise. Raisanen has made a 
point that does not necessarily depend on some of his other observations 
conceming the discipline. The discussion is expected to continue. 
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Jewish Backgrounds of the New Testament, by J. Julius Scott, Jr. Grand Rapids, 
Mich.: Baker, 2000. Paper. Pp. 416. $24.99. 

This reprint of Customs and Controversies: Intertestamental Jewish Back

grounds of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 1995) is an excel
lent one-volume introduction to the historical and cultural backgrounds of 
early Christianity. The layout of the book is very straightforward and easy to 
follow. ln addition, the table of contents is more complete than most books 
published in the present day, and it serves the reader well. 
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