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When I greet Professor Gerd Theissen on his 80th birthday, I choose one section 

of his magnificent work entitled »Psychological Aspects of Paulin e Theology« to 

reflect upon, which inspired me especially when I was working on 2 Cor 3. This 

book has been very helpful to answer the question which I find very important for 

myself: How can an approach from the angle of psychology help us understand 

what might have gone through the mind of Paul when he turned to be a follo

wer ofJesus whose followers he had persecuted with full conviction previously? 

Theissen's work is full of enriching insight. To name but one example, he uses a 

fresco from Dura Europos to illuminate a difficult text in 2 Cor 3: the motif of the 

veil as it is used by Paul in different ways within a few lines. To quote only a few 

sentences from a longer discussion: 

The problem can perhaps be solved with the help of the frescoes from Dura Europos. 

The reading of the Torah is depicted ín them to the right of the Torah niche [ ... ] To 

the left of the reader stands a covered, caselike object [ ... ] It is striking that the scroll 

container is covered [ ... ] The cover is missing in almost all the portraits; it is found 

only in connection with the reading of the Torah. Here there is ín fact a veil over the 

old covenant [ ... ] It is therefore possible that Paul has a concrete practice ín view when 

he speaks of this veil.1

ln this short paper, I should like to deal with one question - again, inspired by the 

above-mentioned work of Professor Theissen: Who is the »Lord« (KÚpto<;) in 2 Cor 

3: 17, in the statement of Paul: »Now the Lord is the S pirit« (NRSV)? I will use some 

arguments of Gerd Theissen (and some further points) for advancing the thesis 

that the »Lord« in v. 17 is Christ as God.

The reason why it is difficult to determine who is referred to as »Lord« in 

v. 17 is that in the immediate context there is a reference to an Old Testament

TheiBen 1993: 126-127, picture at 126; quotation from the Engl. tr. Theissen 1987: 121-122, referred to also by 

Balla 2007: 761, and Balla 2009: 274. 
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